only after it has been properly treated, cut and polished, that it acquires
value and beauty. We are like these diamonds in uncut form - only by
facing life's problems, can our character develop. We should learn to
regard these tests and trials as blessings in disguise, because they alone
can purge and purify us, making us grow from weak, tender saplings to
strong gigantic trees. "Life is a challenge, meet if
A film which has no villains or 'masala' will flop heavily at the box
office. God as the Supreme Producer and Director of the Drama called
Life, knows that in order to create spice and variety, He has to introduce
some hurdles, a few piquant situations, a little tragedy, some laughter
and a few thrills.
My friends, "Sweet are the uses of adversity" and after having
placed such adversity in our path, the mischievous Lord stands back, a
hand on His Hip, a smile on His lip, watching us. Will we sink along with
our troubles, until we fall away from Him, disappointed and disenchanted?
Or will we rise above them and cling to His support with even greater
fervour? Sri Sathya Sai Baba of Puttaparthi once told me that I should
be like a bouncing rubber ball. The harder He hit me against the ground,
the harder I should bounce back to Him. To which I assented and said,
"Baba, If you lift Your leg to kick me, I shall catch hold of that very leg
tightly and not let go. What will you do then? Hoe will You kick me?*'
And Baba replied. "Then I shall greet you with open arms, saying that
you have passed the test and have earned your certificate".
Friends, what is the use of having so many degrees? What you
must have is pedigree - character. And that is what the Lord is moulding
when He sends us test after test. We should not take it to be a 'Parikshct
(examination) but a 'Rakshana* (saving)
Sri Sri Daya Mataji advised - "Take philosophically the trials
that come to you each day and do your best to adjust yourselves.
No matter how severely life tosses us about, we should not allow
ourselves to sink within the ocean of delusion, the ocean of sadness,
the ocean of Maya. Be like the cork on the ocean; no matter how
much the waves toss the cork about, it always rides on the crest."
Friends, do not grumble when God sends you all these travails. Do
not say - "I have so much faith in God, why does He trouble me so?" In
fact, its a question of the greater the faith, the stronger the testing. The
question papers of an M.Sc examination will be far more tough than
those of an SSLC examination. So my dears, do not grumble, but grit
your teeth, brace yourself and face bravely whatever hardship confronts
you, with the Name of the Lord on your Lips. Let me assure you, my
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